
Walking in Ruby Country

Sampford Courtenay Trail

www.ridetherubycountry.co.uk

 3 miles of walking through beautiful
Ruby Country

Ruby Country Partnership is supported by:

Description of the trail

Sampford Courtenay is on the A3072 Okehampton to Crediton road. To reach the
village turn northwards at the roundabout at The New Inn. Sampford Courtenay is
a lovely small village just outside the eastern boundary of Ruby Country beyond
Exbourne.

Grid reference:  SS630012

Parking:  Park in the village centre or outside the Village Hall.

Facilities:  There is a pub, Post Office and telephone box in the village.

Walk distance: 3 miles

Walk time:  Allow 1 to 1½ hours

Maps:   OS Explorer 113 or OS Landranger 191

Walk overview: The walk uses public rights of way, tracks and quiet country lanes.
There are some stiles and during wet weather the route may be soft and muddy.
Wear appropriate footwear.

The route is not specifically way marked. However, we believe the description and
map are accurate. If you believe this is not the case, please contact us.

Ruby Country Partnership accepts no responsibility for the condition of the route
or other issues encountered. If you have any comments, contact Devon County
Council, via the web site www.devon.gov.uk/prow.

What’s nearby?

Although just outside Ruby Country, Sampford Courtenay is close to the market
town of Hatherleigh and all of it’s amenities, markets and other events going on in
the local area.

War Horse Valley Country Farm Park is close near to Iddesleigh. Check dates and
time of opening at www.warhorsevalley.co.uk.

http://www.devon.gov.uk/prow
http://www.warhorsevalley.co.uk


Cross the field diagonally uphill, heading towards a large
beech tree in the distant hedge. Beside this tree is a stile and
footbridge, into another field. Now head straight uphill
keeping the hedge on the left. There is a church visible in the
distance. Continue walking towards it. Cross a stile onto a
road, into the hamlet of Honeychurch. The small church is
worth visiting.

The route now uses the road to the end of the walk. After
crossing the stile, turn right and right again at the next
junction. Stay on this road as it gradually returns to
Sampford Courtenay. At the only remaining junction, take
the left fork, heading back to Sampford Courtenay church
and the start of the walk.

Sampford Courtenay is a lovely rural village. It’s main historic
claim to fame is that in 1549 the village joined with the Cornish
in the Prayerbook Rebellion. This ended in defeat by the Kings
Army outside the village. The church is worth visiting.

The walk starts from outside the church. Follow the road leading
uphill away from the village centre. There is a sign indicating the
Village Hall is in this direction, which is passed on the right. Take
the next right turn and follow a track to the left between 2
gateways. Follow this grassy track for some time.
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At the road, cross over and stay on the track ahead. When the
road is reached again, turn right. As the road bends left,  take
the track leading off to the right, just by a building, with a public
footpath sign. This track narrows and arrives at a gate into a
field.

Enter the field and cross to the far left hand corner. It may be
wet and marshy here. Cross a small wooden bridge and then
pass through a gate onto a road.  Turn left and cross a stone
bridge; Frankland Ford Bridge. Soon after the bridge turn left
over a stile in to a field.
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